
Twin City Angelsô 1st Annual 

Buddy Walk recorded over 

300 walkers!  To find out  

more about how you can par-

ticipate in the 2009 Four 

States Area Buddy Walk, 

check back at our website for 

future updates!  

Newsletter Spotlight  

The Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society is pleased to welcome 

the Twin City Angels Support Group as part of our organization.  The 

group, based in Texarkana, was founded by Kristy Meeker over a year 

ago.  Meeker, the parent of a young son with DS, organized Texar-

kanaôs first Buddy Walk last October with great success.  The support 

group will continue to meet on a regular basis in the Texarkana area, 

but now will have the resources of the Red River Valley Down Syn-

drome Society to help serve the families and professionals in that 

region.   

ñThis partnership will benefit both groups,ò explained Deanna 

Tharpe, RRVDSS Executive Director.  ñIt is only a good thing that 

comes when more and more parents get together to share their stories 

and support one another.  I am excited that we can help this group 

with our resources already in place.  Being able to build on Kristyôs 

passion for the cause is also a great asset to the group as a whole.ò 

Meeker will join the RRVDSS Board of Directors and serve as the Four 

States Area Coordinator.  She will continue to organize activities and 

work with RRVDSS Executive Director Deanna Tharpe to develop and 

implement programs for the Four States Area.  Other areas without a 

meeting are encouraged to contact RRVDSS if they would like to form 

a Community/Support Group under the umbrella of RRVDSS.  ñItôs a 

great way to make attending events and meetings more convenient.ò   

More Details 

To find out more about the 

location/dates of upcom-

ing TCA support meetings, 

go online at 

www.redriverdss.org.  
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RRVDSS has recently started 

adding members to our Advi-

sory Board, a panel of profes-

sionals and parents who offer 

advice and perspective to our 

Board of Directors.  We wel-

come Michelle Burtis and 

Shana Carter to our Advisory 

Board.  For more info, call us 

at 903-783-1922. 

Advisory Board  

New Directors Join RRVDSS Board  

The RRVDSS Board of Directors met for their quarterly meeting on 

May 5, 2009 and voted in two new members of the board:  Carol 

OôBrien and Regina Rhodes.  Carol, who has two loved ones with 

Down syndrome, is the Sales Manager at East Texas Broadcasting and 

brings marketing and fundraising experience to the organization.  

Regina Rhodes is a Special Education teacher at Crockett Middle 

School in the Paris ISD and is sure to help the organization in its mis-

sion to improve educational opportunities for our members.  They 

join Tiffany Phillips, Summer Allan, Gail Pitt, Vicki Trenado, Sabra 

Vaughan, DôAnna Graham, Jonnie Stewart, Billy Trenado, Melynda 

Hutchings, and Jennifer Cross in welcoming our very latest addition:  

Kristy Meeker of the Twin City Angels support organization.  

Our board members work hard to 

make our events and programs 

successful.  We are lucky to have 

them.  
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The REACH Center is located 

at 6325 Lamar Road in Paris.  

Although renovations con-

tinue as we try to get the cen-

ter completely ready for our 

fall semester, the office is 

open for visitors.  Our re-

source library is housed at 

this location and youôll find 

lots of workshop opportuni-

ties over the summer as we 

continue to offer much -

needed programs to our 

members and the community.   

Volunteers are needed to man 

the phones and help visitors.  

If you are interested in help-

ing a couple of hours per 

week, call us! 

REACH Center Recruiting Teachers  

The REACH Center is coming together, purchasing supplies and 

teaching tools to serve our students in the fall.  During the months of 

June and July, applications will be taken for the positions of certified 

instructors.  Competitive hourly compensation is available for quali-

fied teachers.  For an application, please contact RRVDSS at 903-783-

1922 or info@rrvdss.org.  Training will be provided at no charge.  Not 

a teacher but want to help?  We need adult tutors as well!  Call us! 

More Details 
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