6325 LAMAR ROAD, RENO, TX 75462
P.O. BOX 6455, PARIS, TX 75461

Return Service Requested

of any kind, express or implied.

Join the RRVDS Yahoo! Group Today

Ever had a question that you wanted to ask another parent but not

sure which one? Or need information about your child from a parent
pK2Qa 06SSy UKSNBI odz2i R2y Qi (y2¢
‘cumstances? Or maybe you just want to share little joys with friends

Disclaimer: The Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society (RRVDSS) assumes no specific or implied liability with respeicterptitation, use,
misuse or subsequent communication of editorial content or information contained in this publication. The opiniorendeékefpoints are those of
the individual authors and contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of RRVDSS, its directors, members omffthisditdlication. The
content of Down Syndrome Digest is provided as a public service for informational purposes only and is not a subsgtibalfor professional
advice. RRVDSS does not endorse any particular therapy, institution or professional system. The information herebedsaprissevithout warranty
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Group that our members can join (heyA G Q& y 24 ySé 0 dzi
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emails, a daily digest or just check it when you want to. You decide!
Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rrvdss/ and sign up today!

YaHoOO!, GrouPs

903.783.1922
WWW.REDRIVERDSS.ORG
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Students Are
Welcome:

FLEXIBLE ONE-ON-ONE OR
SMALL GROUP
INSTRUCTION BY TRAINED
TEACHERS AND TUTORS.
LaQSIY7 20 QS| BE AR

OFFERED AT NO CHARGE.

REACH CENTER
EDUCATION PROGRAM!!

FOR MORE INFO:
903.783.1922

Ngif you are a new parent and would like to

LJQtI?atqnayourAcé{l so that arrangements can be

AUGUST A 2009

DBwn Syndrome

New Parent Brunch Planned

RRVDSS HOSTS INFORMA SESSION FOR PARENTS

Parents of children under the age of 3 are invited to attend the very first RRVDSS New
Parent Bruncii/Workshop on Saturday, September 12, 2009 from 10 am until 12
noon at the REACH Center in Reno. New parents have lots of questions and this
is a great opportunity to talk to other parents, make new friends, and learn a lot
about the issues concerning them in the first 5 years of the life of their child.

The workshop will address early medical
screenings, early childhood intervention,
educational opportunities for children with
Down syndrome, potty training, and transition
options at the age of 3. This is an informal
meeting and childcare will be provided.

attend this event, please contact the Red River r
Valley Down Syndrome Society at 903-783-

1922 to RSVP. Also, if you will require childcare ‘
for your baby or other children, please note’ »

made to accommodate them. I

This is the first in a series of workshops to be held this fall. Along with this new parent
event, RRVDSS will host a Special Needs Planning seminar and a workshop dealing with
educational issues. Workshops are held on weeknights or Saturdays in order for working
parents and teachers to attend. If you have suggestions for workshops or articles in our
ySsat SGGSNE LJX SIFaS FSSt FNBS (2 S dz
planning the presenters and topics at our annual Special Needs Conference held in late
winter in Paris.



Paris Walk is 10/17/09!

wish to receive it should contact RRVDSS to alert us
that you wish to be put on the list. .

Red River Valley

SAVE THE DATE:
What are some of the upcoming opportunities for Down Syn d ro m e Soc i ety

volunteers? Call us for more info at 783-1922!
YO U I ﬂ
- 1

1 REACH Center office workers

Childcare during workshops (next is Sept 12th)

Buddy Walk volunteer workers

Want to get involved in the Red River Valley Down

Syndrome Society? Want to help plan a fundraising 1 Adult tutors
or educational event? Or just want to help at the
actual event? 1 Snowflakes & Diamonds Gala committee mem-

o . bers
We have lots of opportunities to get involved as a

volunteer in RRVDSS in a variety of capacities. Be- q
ing a volunteer is an important jobd volunteers are
vital to the success of the organization and the ser-
vices it provides.

Special Needs Conference committee members

1 Newsletter contributors

=

RRVDSS has started a bi-monthly newsletter just for Holiday Party planners

our volunteers. It will be a way for volunteers to be
notified of volunteer opportunities and
choose them at their leisure in advance. The
newsletter will be sent out separately from
the Down Syndrome Digest, so those who

Saturday, October 31st
10:00 am
Bobby Ferguson Park

1 College/Adult mentors for Teen/Adult Group
members

Volunteer workers for Teen/Adult Cook-Out on

=

10/9/09

New Texas Education Laws Affecting Children

with Down Syndrome & Other Disabillities

By Chuck Noe, PATH

Now that the legislative session is over,
information on education bills that were
passed is beginning to become more
available. Of course the agencies in-
volved will still have to write regula-
tions. You can go to http:/
www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.aspx to
list a bill number to read the actual bill.

HB 3 deals with school accountability,
curriculum and promotion require-
ments. The requirement that a student
perform satisfactorily on the 3rd grade
reading assessment (TAKS) in order to
be promoted to the 4th grade is re-
moved. It "requires a district to provide
accelerated instruction to each student

who fails to perform satisfactorily on
each performance assessment given in
the third through eighth grades, which
may take place outside of the school
day or school year. If a student does
not perform satisfactorily, he or she
must complete the accelerated instruc-
tion before being promoted to the next
grade level. A student who is promoted
by a grade placement committee with-
out performing satisfactorily on the per-
formance assessment must be as-
signed to each subject in which he or
she failed to perform satisfactorily with a
teacher who meets all state and federal
guidelines for that grade and sub-

ject." Even though an ARD has been
able to (& can still) exempt a student
from being retained, it is important to

remember that the underlined items apply
to students with disabilities.

"The bill authorizes the commissioner to
suspend assignment of accreditation
statuses and performance ratings for the
2011-2012 school year during the period
of transition to the accreditation system
established by this Act to be implemented
in August 2013." It will be interesting to
see what the new accreditation system
looks like.

"The bill requires the commissioner to
adopt indicators of the quality of learning
for the purpose of preparing parent and
educator reports in addition to other re-
quired indicators in this Act."

HB 171 "Under current law, a school dis-

trictds code of conduct

(Continued on page 6)

may

Texarkana, Arkansas

Next to Four States Fairgrounds
Hwy 245

Carnival Games b Face Painting
Inflatables b Cotton Candy
Popcorn b Sno-cones

Mickey Mouse b Pumpkin-painting

And lots more fun!!!!

Everyone is welcome to participate:
there is no cost to join in on the fun.
However, registration is mandatory for
those wishing to participate in the carni-
val games and walk. Donations are ap-
preciated!!! Individuals who donate $20
will receive a FREE 2009 Buddy Walk T
Shirt!!! (To receive your shirt by the day
of the walk, please have your registration

in by October 9, 2009.)

Registration forms, brochure, and online regis-
tration can be found on our website at

www.redriverdss.org/buddywalk. For more in-
formation, call (903) 748 -0206!!!

Sponsorships are available for area businesses!
Contact RRVDSS for detailed information on how
you can help make this event a success for our

families!!!

specify


http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.aspx

SAVE THE DATE: Four States Walko 10/31/09!

New Texas Education Laws Affecting Children Weigh In, Oklahoma Members!

. - - The following submission appeared in the Letter to even if theyO6re a threat to ot
Wlth Down Syndrome & Other Dlsabllltles the Editor section of NewsOK on August 30, 2009. ers.
(Continued from pagé)_ - the child's disability were t_ak.en. into oped for a student receiving instruction A Large Drain \é\;?iltlji ,aléj:#gegttjdzﬁser:g(l)ic:dtoni? ﬁgsgoeir;tg et?w:t
whether or not certain mitigating factors account when making a disciplinary from the educator. This could give Since Congress passed the Individuals with Disabili- others lack. This also points out that private schools,
will be taken into account in a discipli- decision. Itis common for schools to schools a loophole for excluding some ties Education Act, with noble intentions but unin- which can pick the students they let in and generally
nary decision. HB 171 requires a school have a standard amount of time for dis- teachers. It is important that parents tended consequences, the number of special educa- dondét have these issues, arenot
districtdos code of ¢ o oginay infrattions. sifghe schdoyin-t h a|t . ooior if teacher/staff actions or com- tion students has skyrocketed. This has been a large to public schools that have to accept every eligible
consideration will be given to mitigat- sists on a disciplinary placement, it ments indicate that they do not have the drain on the resources of  mdident.ricts everywhere. It
ing factors of self-defense, intent or lack does not hurt to request a reduced knowledge and skills that they also helped fuel tkhe |rgcr§aset n adml_nlsttrqtlon andb | RebertfH o i d ti A
thereof, a studentds dmosntofpirhdbecausgofhi st or y|, need. Based on this bill and IDEA regula- ﬁ];a[i)sgrwor a cri hcs a rRebertiHanna, Qhac he educationo
ora_studentos disabifitmtigdigdactorsubstantiallly gons, parents can request that teachers Hanna is a teacher in the Midlel School District.
impairs his or her capacity o appreciate be provided the training and support that Courts, under the prodding of parents, have consis-
the wrongfulness of the conduct, in SB 451 amends the Education Code to they need. tently used this law to force schools to provide more What are your opinions on this letter? For those in Okla-
each decision involving suspension, require staff development provided by a In developing training, schools must con- expensive services of questionable value. Students homa, how do you feel about the statements made by
placement in a disciplinary alternative school district related to instruction of sult with persons with expertise in re- are " ma instr eame do into regy ‘Jea@hrer’? fhé RERR/SE Valley DA §fddme Soci-
education program or juvenile justice students with disabilities to be based on search-based practices for students with dlsproporthnate amount of time .must b_e _spgnt over- ety would very much like to start a discussion on this topic
alternative education program, or expul- scientifically based research as defined disabilities. These people can come from coming their learning and sometimes discipline prob- on our Yahoo group. Check it out at http://
sion. Consideration of these mitigating by the No Child Left Behind Act of ' ; lems, at the expense of o'Eher students. Special ed ro hoo.com/group/rrydss/
: : . o ESC's, colleges or be other persons iden- students canot be suspende dIOFPEYRhoOLoM{groUP/ANdsS/ 16 gqays
factors must be given regardless of 2001. The bill requires a school district tified as qualified by the district. Districts
whether the decision involves a manda- to provide this training to an educator may also use people from private and
tory or discretionary action." This could who works primarily outside the area of nonprofit organizations.
give parents of children with disabilities special education only if the educator -
more help in challenging decisions af- does not possess the knowledge and Chuck Noe is the Education Specialist for R RV DSS M e m be rS C h Ose n TO Ap pea r I n
fecting their child. At the least, you skills necessary to implement the indi- Partners Resource Network. . .
could ask how the various factors and vidualized education program devel- TI m eS Sq u are VI d eo
Each year, the National Down Syndrome Society holds a think it is great that it was chosen. The boys had so much fun
S (’ S UPERIOR P RECISION EYEW EAR FOR national Buddy Walk event in New York City. During playing with Ethan and we know it will turn into a lifelong friend-
4US CHILDREN WHO ARE SPECIAL the festivities, a slideshow featuring individuals with D aKALIDE
own syndrome is broadcast over the giant screen in
Times Square. This Times Square Video (as we have Former members featured include Regan Swindle and Joel
This is not a new product, but we thought it appropriate Created by the mother of a child with Down syndrome and 25 come to call it) is made up of pictures of people from all Tharpe.
to let our readers know about this company and what 8SINE SELISNASYOS & Iy 2LIWGAOALIYS GKS 9 Ny YL Bs. fW,gel}J{}Fea%y, r&ﬁ,@@&ﬂheﬁﬁ%d'ﬁiw Y
they provide for children with Down syndrome. As SPECS4US will help children and adults explore their world with Valley Down Syndrome Society have had pictures in-
most of us know, glasses are often necessary for a chid enhanced vision combined with an exciting level of style. cluded in the video. This year, we continue the tradi-
with Down syndrome but ones that fit their face are ,2dz OFy FAYR GKS gK2fS fAY)S NRA Y Q& §od Wi tﬁreef/dﬂﬂg Pﬁe% HomAnY Tedarkbdhalarar
often hard to find. SPECS4US, Superior Precision Eye- sas at: The Eye Group in Ft Smith & Teague Eye Clinic in Ethan Smith from Ashdown, Arkansas and twins Cason
wear for Children Who Are Special, introduces a new Prescott; in Texas: Preston Eye Center in Dallas, Cooper and Laken Hale from Fouke, Arkansas will be viewed by
concept in eyewear for children with Down syndrome Optical in Longview, Mineola Eye Care in Mineola, & Clear- thousands in Times Square this September. Proud par-
that eliminates the problems commonly associated with view Laser Vision in Southlake. For more information and ents Justin and Jenni Smith and Terry and Chris Hale
traditional eyeglasses. The mission of SPECS4US is to additional locations, visit www.SPECS4US.com or call will be able to purchase the video after the walk in NYC.
improve the vision and quality of life for individuals 1.800.586.1885.
with Down syndrome by providing customs frames de- G628 gSNB 432 SEOAUGSR G2 fSI S
signed especially for them. 5 a ) Specs 4 Us ’ L 0284 KIR 0SSy Okz2aSy F2NJ Y A
¢CKS 9NAYyQa 22NIR fAYS 2F FTNI YSa )\2355-%96)&(%@}1@@? uz2z FTAU UKS {YAGK 690GKIYQa Y2Y0® 4 2 f f
unique facial features of children with Down syndrome Hiram. Ohio 44234 S | UGNBFAdzZNBR YSY2NE F2NJ
g q q 5 o ) z - PN P
while offering stylish options handcrafted for an active 1.800.586.1885 oY2Y G2 /a2y FyR [F1Sy0 U oK - gl & @‘4
lifestyle. Each pair of frames offers special design fea- SRR GKS 06283aQ TFTANRG LX e RIFGS §F9sterRoenNgy Snatrk%“"@ﬁafﬁ% HiR y SR 4L

tures not found anywhere else. Adult sizes and sun-
glass clips are also available.



TELL US

Want to brag? Share a story?

Event Spreads Awareness Through Community

This year, hundreds will participate in the 6th Annual Red River
Valley Buddy Walk along with Autumn Phillips and her family.

Autumn is 5 years old and has Do
been involved in the Buddy Wal k
Ti ffany Phillips, Autumnds mom a
River Valley Down Syndrome Society.

ifThe Buddy Walk really brings ou
AfAnd it has become a real region

real support system, an infrastructure of support, that we really
didnét have in the past. o

The Buddy Walk, an event designed to celebrate the lives of
people with Down syndrome and raise awareness about Down
syndrome, will begin with registration at 2 p.m. at the Sports
Pavilion at the Love Civic Center on South Collegiate in Paris,
Texas. The annual Buddy Walk raises money to provide
support for individuals with Down syndrome and their families.

The Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society organizes the
event each year. Four hundred people participated in the
2008 Buddy Walk. And this year, RRVDSS will host the
2nd Annual Four States Buddy Walk which will be held in
Texarkana at Bobby Ferguson Park next to the Four
States Fairgrounds off Hwy 245. The Texarkana event
will begin with registration at 10 a.m.

AWe are so excited to be a pa
said Deanna Tharpe, Executive Director of RRVDSS.
AiBeing able to serve families
and northeast Texas area i s

to expand our programs into that area. The Buddy Walk
is a great way to raise money to be used directly for those
families in that area.o

Back in Paris, the Phillips family gathers walkers and donations
to attend the walk each year
name). Like most of the teams at the walk each year, Autumn
has a large support system, and most show up to walk with her.
In fact, they are often known to take home the Most Walkers
Awar d. AEach year, it amazes
Autumnés family and friends
wal k, 0o Phillips said. Ailt
can touch so many | ives. 0

as

me

j ust

After a couple of hours of family fun, participants will make the
short walk (only one mile) with their families and friends.
Walkers in Paris will walk on the new Trail de Paris while
walkers in Texarkana will stroll around the park. Activities
include bounce houses and slides, carnival games with prizes

and musi c. David Chicken, child
will be performing at the Red River Valley Buddy Walk in Paris.
ifWe have been trying to get Davi

s h o W whb Phakk & $26+@dhaxien! t

explained Tharpe. AiHe i s such a f
love him and he is a repeat performer at the Dallas Guild
wmeaynadbome. ifWe have

since the very first year, o said
mhet anmualwallBioaacontnurn@yheseinty welooming ah with R e d

free registration to enjoy the activities and learn more about

Down syndr ome. AnThe wal k is i mportant
ncaephahogethdrjoacPhbsl bnpsd saptained P
apportenitydorcelebraté thel lives df individuals weith Doevd  a

syndrome, to show the possibilities in

un e

Possibilities are something that the Phillips family knows a lot

about. Autumn attends Kindergarten at Detroit Elementary

where her mother teaches Special Education. Autumn is fully

included in her class and has been since she attended Pre-K

last year at the school. Detroit ISD won the School

Awareness Award for their efforts at promoting awareness at

the 2008 walk. Sabra Vaughan, School Awareness Chair,

encourages everyone to talk to their school about entering

the contest this year. NCl asses,
di stricts can enter, o0 she explained.
word about how much individuals with Down syndrome are
6more ali ke than differentdo. o
Awareness Program, contact Vaughan at (903) 249-3499.

school
AT

For

AAutumn teaches us a | ot of Phi
teaches us that we set limitations on children and adults with

Ddwn $yfdroind) Mot the®. XShd t&aéhBsdus that I6va s the

most important thing in life and we need to learn to celebrate

smaMvicforie$as wel dstiafg@éhést And mhdstanipsrtantly,

things, o

w ghe @atiied us that weafe allAlue€ remBets ofw@r i t

community and have a lot to contributed no matter what label
you put on us. o0

Pre-registration for the Buddy Walk is strongly recommended.
Registration is free, but a donation of $20 per person will
AllBvi te M Fo PeBeivé\d Bidty Walk fe€. | HarlyBieda m
registration ends September 30th for the Paris event and
October 9th for the Texarkana walk. For those who miss the
Early Bird registration, shirts will not be available at the walk

but VAl bé G deredt@b¥ didhiBule aftér the event for those
her at the

goes to show you how one I|ittle

gi rl

For more information or to register, call 877-273-4045 or visit
www.redriverdss.org. The funds raised by the walk support
programs that provide education services, information,
networking opportunities, and support to families & individuals
with Down syndrome in the northeast Texas, southwest

Arkansas and southeast Oklahoma area.
rends entertainer from Dall as,

d here for a couple of years, o

Write an article? Send it to us today!!!

Red River Valley
Down Syndrome Society

Fiucate Advocate Believe

i nf or Wéhat i®s Dowmsyndremex hoo |

Down syndrome is ngnetlc condition
thht'odiits infofte ot of evefly 93 €

live births. It affects people of all
ages, races and economic levels and is
the most frequently occurring chro-
mosomal disorder. Down syndrome
affects more than 400,000 people in
the United States alone.

DEADLINES

T-shirts & Banners:
Parist September 18th
Texarkanat October 2nd

Website:
Info & logo will be posted within 3
business days of receipt

. RRV
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BUDDY WALK.

NDSS

SPONSORSHIP REGISTRATION IS JUST A CLICK AWAY!

Feel free to skip this form to register and pay with credit card online for
the Red River Valley Buddy Walk by following the link at
www.redriverdss.org/buddywalk. Sign up online today or register below
by mail.

(o]

Team Name

Company Name

Address
tCit}/~| e State Zip
Phone
Fax
E-mail
Submitted by
Authorized Signature
Name and Title
Platinum Sponsor $5,000+
Diamond Sponsor $1,000+
Gold Sponsor $ 500+
Silver Sponsor $ 250+
Bronze Sponsor $ 100+
b2GSY tftSrasS Fftaz2z AyOfdzRS:E 2N SYI
idz t AGléde €232 FT2NILINRY2GA2Y It dz&asSo

thorized representative of the company, and a check (made out to
RRVDSS) should be sent to the address below.

Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society

DSS ) P.O. Box 6455 | Paris, TX 75461 | 903-783-1922 | redriverdss.org

P.O. Box 5277 | Texarkana, TX 75505 | 903-748-0206
Tax ID: 57-1211451


http://www.wydsa.org

