
BUDDY BASEBALL BEGINS  
2011 BUDDY BASEBALL SEASON SWINGS INTO ACTION 
 
The 2011 Buddy Baseball Season began March 26, 2011. The first game of the season was 
held at Woodall Field. 
 
We are excited to report 
that this year there are 
twenty-one players which 
have been divided into two  
teams. The Heat is being 
coached by Keith Hollje and 
Kethenus Dixon. The 
Bombers are being coached 
by Jodi Birdsong and Phyllis 
Archambeault. 
 
The entire program would 
not be possible without the 
help of all of our amazing 
volunteers, this year we 
have over 60 volunteers 
and we are thankful for the 
time that they give to insure that this program is a success. 
 

Buddy Baseball is a sports program that provides opportunities for athletes with intellectual 
and physical disabilities.  
 
Each player is given a "buddy" to play with them. The buddies are there to assist the player, 
not play the game for them. 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Each year, the Red River Valley Down Syn-
drome Society publishes a full-color calendar 
celebrating the beauty and individuality of 
each person with Down syndrome.  It takes a 
lot of work (and a lot of time) to put this cal-
endar together each year.   
 
Therefore, plans are already underway for 
the 2012 awareness calendar.  The Calendar 

Committee (usually consisting of 3-5 volunteers) is forming 
at this time.  The calendar committee will be meeting soon  
to start the creation of this wonderful awareness tool. 
 
The most important aspect of the calendar is the partici-

pants with Down syndrome on each and every page.  There is NO 
age limit to be in our calendar, as we believe it is important to show 
how beautiful our members are at every age.  In the six years that 
we have published this calendar, we have not done a lottery to de-
termine participation.  This year, we do not foresee a need for it 
once again.  However, it is dependent on the number of participants.  
The deadline for entering participants in the 2012 calendar is April 
28, 2011 at noon.  
  
In order to sign your child up to participate in the 2012 awareness 
calendar, locally please call RRVDSS at (903) 783-1922, toll free 
please call 877-273-4045  or contact us by email at info@rrvdss.org. 

 

RRVDSS President Named to National Board of Directors 

Sabra Vaughan has recently 
been elected as a board 
member for the Down 
Syndrome Affiliates in 
Action (DSAIA), a national 
trade association composed 
of 70 Down syndrome 
support organizations from 
across the country. Vaughan 
serves as the President of 
RRVDSS.  

"I'm proud to represent not 
only our local affiliate 
organization, but the Down 
syndrome community as a 
whole through DSAIA,” says 
Vaughan.  “DSAIA brings 
Down syndrome groups 
together to share best 
practices and materials. This 

allows organizations like 
ours to shorten the 
learning curve, save money 
on costs, and better serve 
our local community.” 

Deanna Tharpe, DSAIA 
Executive Director, states 
“it is a priority to grow the 
capabilities of local and 
regional Down syndrome 
organizations and to create 
a unified effort to increase 
the acceptance of and 
opportunities for 
individuals with Down 
syndrome.” She adds that 
DSAIA “supports Down 
syndrome affiliates through 
a growing repository of 
programs and materials, 

regular sharing sessions 
throughout the year, and 
using DSAIA’s economies of 
scale to broker benefits for 
local groups.” 

Regarding the election of 
Vaughan to the board, 
Tharpe said, “Sabra’s 
tenacity, attention to detail 
and professionalism will be 
a great asset to DSAIA. It is 
great to have her on the 
DSAIA Team, working to 
help groups like RRVDSS all 
over the country.” 

Board elections took place 
during the 2011 DSAIA 
conference in Dallas, Texas. 
A board of 15 members 

represents DSAIA’s 
national scope, including 
directors who are affiliate 
leaders from Northern 
Virginia to Phoenix, 
Arizona, and from Grand 
Rapids, Michigan to 
Houston, Texas. This was 
the fifth year for the 
conference, in which 
national experts and 
affiliate leaders shared 
research, successful 
programs and operations 
and development tools.   

More information about 
DSAIA can be found by 
visiting www.dsaia.org.  

SAVE THE DATE: Walk MeetingðApril 5th, 2 p Board Meeting May 3, 2011 

http://www.dsaia.org
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The Red River Valley Down 
Syndrome Society teamed up 
with the Breakfast Optimist 
Club of Paris in 2006 to start 
the area's first baseball league 
for youth with disabilities.  
 
The program began as an outlet 
for many of the children with 
Down syndrome in the 
community to play an 
organized sport, to promote 
physical activity and dexterity, 
and to feel like other children 
who play the game. 

(Continued from page 1)  
 Now played in the spring 
with the other divisions of 
Dixie Youth baseball at 
Woodall Field in Paris, it is 
open to all area children with 
disabilities who wish to 
participate. 

 

 

Balanced and accurate informational booklet is 
now available to medical professionals and fami-
lies throughout the United States. 
 
The National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) be-
lieves that the prenatal booklet, Understanding a 
Down Syndrome Diagnosis, developed by Letter-
case, which has been distributed to Down syn-
drome organizations nationwide through funding 
provided by the Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation, is 
accurate and up-to-date and will benefit thou-
sands of women and their families. 
 
According to Madeleine Will, NDSS VP of Public 
Policy, "This historic agreement ensures that 
women and their families can learn the facts  
about Down syndrome that reflect the experiences 
of thousands and thousands of families who are 
living with a family member with Down syndrome. 
Medical professionals who work with parents and 
families in the Down syndrome community have 
provided up to date and unbiased  information 
about Down syndrome in a new era when prenatal 
diagnosis is being offered increasingly to all preg-
nant women and their families." 

 
A  booklet was reviewed by an Education Advisory which 
was assembled by NDSS and the National Down Syndrome 
Congress (NDSC) as part of the Kennedy grant and then 
submitted to a Consensus Group made up of representa-
tives from NDSS, NDSC, the National Society of Genetic  
Counselors, the American College of Medical Genetics and 
the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
who also provided input to the final version of the booklet 
revised by Stephanie Meredith at Lettercase.  
     (Continued on page 6) 

Medical Outreach: New Tool Now Available 

 

2011 Season Schedule 

 

March 26th Optimist Parade-

9:30 1st game-11:00 

April 2nd Pictures-9:30 

Game-10:30 

April 9th Game-11:00 

April 16th Game-11:00 

April 23rd Game-11:00 

April 30th Game-11:00 

May 7th Game-11:00 

May 14th Game-11:00 Trophy 

presentations and 

end of season party-

12:00 



TELL US!!! 

39th Annual NDSC Convention 

August 5-7, 2011 

San Antonio, Texas 

Each year, thousands of people from across the globe attend 

the National Down Syndrome Congress annual convention. 

 

For most, it’s to hear the latest information from world-

renowned experts. For others, it’s a great vacation. But, for 

nearly all, there’s the one-of-a-kind NDSC family reunion 

feeling that permeates the convention weekend. 

 
The next NDSC convention will be deep in the heart of Texas – 
in San Antonio, home of the Alamo, Sea World, Six Flags Fiesta 

Texas, Morgan’s Wonderland, and, of course, the world
-famous River Walk. 

Convention registration will open April, 2011. 

  

Hotel Information 
The JW Marriott Hill Country Resort has reached its 
capacity and the waiting list has also reached its 
limit. For those who do not have a reservation, there 
are several other hotels in close proximity. Two are 
listed below. For those currently on the waiting list, you 
will be contacted by the JW Marriott directly as rooms 

become available. For questions regarding your waiting list 
status, please contact the NDSC Group Reservations Manager 
at jamie.enzweiler@marriott.com , please place in the subject 
line: NDSC Waiting List.    

JW Marriott San Antonio 
23808 Resort Parkway 
San Antonio, TX 78261 
(210) 403-3434  
http://jwsanantonio.com 

  

Room Deposit  

For the last two NDSC conventions, a deposit equal to one 

room night plus tax was taken at the time of reservation.  This 

year, the Marriott postponed that requirement.  Now that the 

hotel has reached its capacity, all guests will be required to 

pay the deposit immediately.   

 

Requiring a deposit for each and every room reserved has 

previously deterred attendees from booking rooms in 

excess and has allowed space at the host hotel for as 

many families as possible.  In recent years, attendees 

have reserved more rooms than actually needed and then 

released them after the convention rate has expired or 

after families have found alternate hotels. This has 

resulted in increased expenses for the NDSC and some 

families being inconvenienced.  

 

Overflow Hotels 

Please note: transportation between the convention 

location, The JW Marriott, and these or other hotels will 

not be provided by the NDSC. 

  

Candlewood Suites 

21103 Encino Commons 

San Antonio, TX 78259 

The Candlewood Suites is located within 4 miles of the JW 

Marriott and is providing a complimentary shuttle 

between the two properties during convention 

hours.  They are offering NDSC attendees $89 per night, 

plus tax when booking 4 nights or more or $94 per night, 

plus tax when booking 1, 2 or 3 nights.  Group Code: NDS 
To reserve a room call: (210) 545-2477  

  

Holiday Inn North Hill Country 

19280 Redland Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78259 
holidayinn.com/hillcountrytx 

The Holiday Inn North Hill Country is also located within 4 

miles of the JW Marriott.  They are offering NDSC 

attendees $109 per night, plus tax. 

For reservations, call: (210) 298-8820  
Ask for National Down Syndrome Rate 

 

We want to hear from you! 

Presented by:  

http://thealamo.org/
http://www.seaworld.com/sanantonio/
http://www.sixflags.com/fiestaTexas/index.aspx
http://www.sixflags.com/fiestaTexas/index.aspx
http://www.morganswonderland.com/
http://www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com/
mailto:jamie.enzweiler@marriott.com
http://jwsanantonio.com/
http://holidayinn.com/hillcountrytx
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TELL US!!! 

 

2nd Annual Darts for Down  
Syndrome Dart Tournament  

Presented by:  

 

 June 11, 2011 
  

Doors open at 12 PM  
Silent Auction begins at 1PM  

$15 Admission  
Includes Meal & Door Prize Ticket 

  
$5 Fee for Tournament Entry 

  
9ƭƪΩǎ ¢ŜȄŀǎ [ƻŘƎŜ Інттм  

3702 New Boston Rd.  
Texarkana, Texas  

 

 For more information, please contact Priscilla Burnett 
twinsmommy0508@yahoo.com or 903-278-9227 



  RRVDSS CELEBRATES WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

March 21, 2011 marked the 
6th anniversary of World 
Down Syndrome Day.   
 
RRVDSS celebrated World 
Down Syndrome Day by 
hosting a Dress Down for 
Down Syndrome event on 
March 21, 2011. 
 
RRVDSS would like to thank 
the following schools and 
business for participating in 
this event: 
 
*Belk Department Store 
 
*First National Bank of     
Clarksville 
 

*Rivercrest ISD 
 
*Capital One 
 
*North Lamar 
ISD 
 
*Paris ISD 
 
*Chisum ISD 
 
*Prairiland ISD 
 
*Detroit ISD 
 
*First Federal 
Community 
Bank 
 
*Lamar National Bank 

*Peoples Bank 
 

RRVDSS 
appreciates your 
support in raising 
awareness for 
Down syndrome. 
With your 
support, the 
possibilities are 
limitless for 
individuals with 
Down syndrome. 
  
In Texarkana, 
Board Member, 
Priscilla Burnett 
provided Down 

syndrome educational 
materials to Hopscotch 

Learning Academy, where 
her son, Josiah attends 
daycare. 
 
Ribbon was also supplied 
to the daycare by the 
Texarkana Chapter of 
RRVDSS  for the kids in the 
daycare to make their own 
Down Syndrome 
Awareness Ribbons.   
 
“The kids had a great time 
and the ribbons gave the 
kids something tangible to 
take home to mom and 
dad,” said Patty Garrett, 
teacher at Hopscotch 
Academy. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Walk MeetingðApril 5th, 2 p Texarkana Dart Tournament June 11, 2011 
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sources for parents with a prenatal diagnosis of 
Down syndrome. The Down Syndrome Consen-
sus Group was initiated in 2008 by the University 
of South Carolina's  Genetic Counseling Program 
and  Center for Disability Resources to promote 
shared understanding of health professional and 
advocacy community perspectives on Down syn-
drome among the five national organizations" 
states Janice Edwards, Clinical Professor and Di-
rector of USC's Genetic Counseling Program. 
 
For more information on how to obtain this new 
tool for Medical Professional and/or families, 
please contact RRVDSS at 903-783-1922 or email 
us at info@rrvdss.org . 

 

 

 Texarkana Community Group Meetings 
 
The Texarkana Community Group meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at 6pm at Opportunities, INC.  
Childcare is provided if needed.  Please watch the weekly 
updates for monthly topics of discussion to be announced.  
 
Sulphur Springs Community Group Meetings 
 
If you live in Sulphur Springs or the surrounding area, 
please contact Tami Armstrong if you are interested in 
getting together for support group meetings. Tami can 
be contacted at 903-438-8933. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

 

Medical Outreach: New Tool, contd 

   
The booklet proudly bears this statement : 
 
"This booklet was prepared with assistance from 
the Down Syndrome Consensus Group, which 
includes representatives of The National Society 
of Genetic Counselors, The American College of 
Medical Genetics, The American College of Ob-
stetricians and Gynecologists, The National 
Down Syndrome Society, The National Down 
Syndrome Congress." 
 
This was a significant collaborative process with 
representatives of five national organizations 
contributing expert input to finish the booklet 
with accurate, balanced information and re 

(Continued from page 3) 

Fishing Derby 

RRVDSS will host a Fishing Derby on Saturday, May 14th 
beginning at 4pm. The event will be hosted by the 
Unruh family and will include a fish fry dinner. Bring 
your lawn chairs and fishing poles (some will be avail-
able if needed) and enjoy fun and fellowship. Prizes will 
be awarded for largest fish caught, smallest fish caught, 
and ugliest fish caught. RSVP online or by phone so we 
will have plenty of fish! Watch our website or call 903-
783-1922. 

Summer Swimming Lessons 
 
Paris Aquatic Center has agreed to offer swim lessons 
specifically for children with special needs this summer. 
Please watch our website or check with Paris Aquatic 
Center for more information. Paris Aquatic Center of-
fers swim lessons in an inclusion setting as well. 

Belk Charity Days: 
  
RRVDSS is selling tickets for $5 off your entire purchase 
at Belk on April 14, 2011.  100% of the proceeds will 
stay with the RRVDSS.  Please contact the REACH Cen-
ter for more information. 

Committee Meetings: 
 
Our annual Conference is scheduled for September.  If you 
would like to be on this committee, please contact Krissy 
Crites, kcrites@rrvdss.org or Regina Rhodes, rrho-
des@rrvdss.org.   

The REACH Walk committee, formally Buddy Walk, will be-
gin planning as well.  Contact Tiffany Phil-
lips, tphillips@rrvdss.org or Krissy Crites, kcrites@rrvdss.org 

http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25
http://us.mg4.mail.yahoo.com/dc/mailto%3A%25e%25


PLEASE CONTACT 

RRVDSS AT 903.783.1922 

OR VISIT WWW.REDRIVERDSS.ORG 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Are you 

getting  your 

weekly 

updates? 
 

PLEASE BE SURE TO LET 

US KNOW IF YOU ARE NOT 

RECEIVING WEEKLY 

UPDATES IN YOUR INBOX! 

CALL US AT 903-782-1922 

OR EMAIL US AT 

INFO@RRRVDSS.ORG TO 

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT 

INFORMATION SO YOU CAN 

GET ALL THE LATEST 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO 

YOUR INBOX 

6325 LAMAR ROAD,  RENO, TX  75462 
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Disclaimer:  The  Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society (RRVDSS) assumes no specific or implied liability with respect to the interpretation, use, 

misuse or subsequent communication of editorial content or information contained in this publication.  The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints are those of 

the individual authors and contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of RRVDSS, its directors, members or the editor of this publication.  The 

content of Down Syndrome Digest is provided as a public service for informational purposes only and is not a substitute for medical or professional 

advice.  RRVDSS does not endorse any particular therapy, institution or professional system.  The information herein is presented as is, without warranty 

of any kind, express or implied. 

Calendar of Events 
 

4/9-5/14/11    Buddy Baseball Games  
   Saturdays, 11 AM-Woodall Field 
 
05/03/11  Board Meeting  
  
5/14/11          Fishing Derby 
 
06/11/11     Dart Tournament 


