
A Letter From Our President 
LOOKING AHEAD TOWARDS THE FUTURE 

 
As you all know, our executive director, Deanna Tharpe, has moved on to pursue a new position with 
Affiliates in Action, which is an organization made up of over fifty Down syndrome organizations 
much like the Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society. I wish her well in her endeavors 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5{!L! ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 5ŜŀƴƴŀΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ 
some changes in RRVDSS.  
 
The board is currently working very hard on restructuring and 
improving the programs and systems that allow RRVDSS to 
serve our membership. Even though changes are underway, 
our resolve to serve individuals with Down syndrome and 
their families is still very strong. RRVDSS was founded on the 
hope of bringing knowledge and support about Down 
syndrome to people locally . The board of directors is still 
dedicated to that same hope and we will continue to 
educate, advocate, and believe that anything is possible for 
our children, young adults, and friends.  
 
.ǳǘΧǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ōȅ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΤ L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
our members to become more involved. The Buddy Walk is 
very important to our membership in so many ways but it 
only comes once a year. RRVDSS offers many ways for those 
with Down syndrome and those without wonderful opportunities to participate in activities 
throughout the year.  
 
Buddy Baseball is an example; it was an excellent way to meet and bond with others who may share 
similar life stories, or a way to build a relationship with a young person with special needs. I can 
assure you that you will be touched by the experience as much as our individuals with Down 
syndrome are. Watch our newsletter and email updates for upcoming events.  
 
There are many other ways to serve the organization from becoming a volunteer to becoming a 
ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΣ άLǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘέΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǿƴ 
syndrome. Please bear with us as we make a few changes but know that our resolve is strong in 
serving our members. 
 

JUNE    Â    2010 

Digest 
Down Syndrome  

Whatôs Inside: 
 
 
 
 

E-READING PRO 

WORKSHOP 

INFORMATION 

 

COOKBOOK CONTEST  

 

SPRING FLING 

RESCHEDULED 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND 

MEETINGS 

 

 

BUDDY BASEBALL 

CELEBRATION  

 

 Tiffany Phillips, President  
Red River Valley Down 

Syndrome Society. 



Are You the Next 

Rachael Ray or 

Bobby Flay? 

 

Submit Your 

Recipes Today! 
 
The deadline to submit your recipes for  The 
Red River Valley Down Syndrome Society 
Cookbook has been extended to  June 30, 
2010. In addition, the Cookbook Committee is 

pleased to announce a contest for members only. For 
every five recipes submitted, members will have their 
names entered into a drawing for two free cook-
books.   
 

Remember the more recipes the Cookbook Committee has to 
ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƻƪōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΦ  {ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
like a chance to win two free cookbooks, start submitting your reci-
pes today.  

 
Please mail submittals as soon as possible, but no later than  
June 30, 2010 to:  
 
Sabra Vaughan  
2700 Oak Creek Drive  
Paris, TX 75462  
Or email: svaugha1963@yahoo.com  

 

RRVDSS Welcomes New Staff 
Red River Valley Down 
Syndrome Society is pleased to 
introduce the newest staff 
member, Kim Smith. 
 
Kim lives in the Woodland 
Community just north of 
Detroit, Texas.  She and her 
husband, Randy, have two 
daughters, Diann and Miranda.  
Diann is a Junior at Stephen F. 
Austin University and Miranda 
is a Freshman at Detroit High 
School. 
 
Kim is a graduate of Prairiland 
High School and Paris Junior 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ  YƛƳΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
work history includes 
bookkeeping and secretarial 
work.  During the past seven 
years, Kim has been a self 

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ άƴƻƴ-working 
ƳƻƳέΦ YƛƳ ŘƻŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
admit that doesn't mean she 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǎƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
a pay check for her job. 
 
During the past seven years, 
she has actively participated 
in the Detroit Athletic Booster 
Club. She served as director of 
Angel Food Ministries at 
Leesville Baptist Church; and 
founded and serves as current 
president of the Detroit Eagle 
Educational Foundation.   
 
Three years ago, her husband 
started a small business, DiMo 
Vending Services and Kim 
enjoys assisting him with this 
venture. 
 

Kim says that she has enjoyed 
her time with RRVDSS so far.  
άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ 
RRVDSS is not just a job, but 
ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
Kim. 
 
Kim was hired to assist in the 
day-to-day office duties of 
RRVDSS upon the resignation 
of Executive Director/
Founder, Deanna Tharpe.   
Kim has been training under 
Tharpe for the last few 
months.   
 
 ά5Ŝŀƴƴŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
teacher and a tough act to 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YƛƳΦ άL Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ŧƛƭƭ 
her shoes, but I am committed 
to serve our membership and 
assist the board of directors in 

ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦέ  
 
Kim would like everyone to 
know that she is available to 
all of our members. She says 
to call her or email her 
anytime and let her know if 
there is something she can do 
for you.  You can reach Kim at 
the office Monday through  
Thursday from 10 am until 
3:30 pm at (903) 783-1922 or 
b y  e m a i l  a t 
ksmith.rrvdss@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Walk MeetingðApril 5th, 2 p DS 101 Workshop-August 11, 2010 



 

RRVDSS Hosts Free Reading Workshop 

 

3 

 

The Texarkana Chapter of Red River Valley Down 
Syndrome Society is looking forward to bringing 
Denise McDonald and the E-Reading Pro Work-
shop to Texarkana, AR on June 5, 2010.  
 
The workshop will be held at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Texarkana, AR from 9 am to 12 noon.  
The workshop is being offered free of charge to 
parents and educators. 
 
 Pre-registration is required and can be done 

online at  www.ereadingpro.com/
workshops.htm or by calling the office of Red 

River Valley Down Syndrome Society at (877) 273
-4045. 
 
This engaging workshop provides parents and 
educators with the tools they need to give chil-
dren the greatest gift ever - the gift of learning to 

read. 
In this workshop parents and educators will learn: 
 

¶ How to teach a visual learner to read in 10 
minutes a day! 

¶ That this program works very well with indi-
viduals of all ages with Down syndrome, au-
tism, dyslexia, or other learning disabilities. 

¶ Common reasons why children may currently 
be struggling with reading. 

¶ How to create flashcards to teach reading us-
ing the whole-word approach. 

¶ How to teach your child to progress from read-
ing single words to couplets, phrases, sen-
tences and books 

¶ How to implement a fun reading program that 
works for you and your child 

 

 

 

 

RRVDSS SPRING FLING RESCHEDULED 

 
Saturday, June 26, 2010

2 pm to 4 pm

Jan Kay Ranch

Detroit, Texas

www.redriverdss.org

Admission Fee: $5.00 per person

 

Bring your camera and do not 
miss out on all the food, fun, 
friends and animals at the ranch!  

http://www.ereadingpro.com/workshops.htm
http://www.ereadingpro.com/workshops.htm

