
Down Syndrome Teaching 

Strategies Workshop 
 

WORK SHOP OFFERS REAL TIPS AND STRATEGIES 
 

Are you a teacher, paraprofessional or support staff who will have a student with 
Down Syndrome in your classroom this fall?  If so, Red River Valley Down 
Syndrome Society is proud to announce a workshop designed just for you. 
 
Make plans to joins us and learn 
real tips and strategies from a 
veteran teacher and Low 
Incidence Disability Specialist 
from Region VIII ESC.  Marth 
Vincent, M.Ed. will help you, as a 
teacher, increase the success of 
the student with Down 
syndrome.  
 
This workshop will be a relaxed, 
informal gathering aimed at 
giving you real tools to use in 
your classroom in the fall.  Bring 
a notebook and be prepared to 
leave with great advice (and 
questions answered!). 
 
Please join us on Wednesday, August 11, 2010 from 9 amτ12 noon at the REACH Center.  
The REACH Center is located at 6325 Lamar Road in Reno, Texas (on Hwy 82 east of Paris). 
Refreshments will be provided. 
 
REGISTRATION IS LIMITED TO FIRST 25!!! YOU MUST REGISTER TO ATTEND!!!  CALL  
1-877-273-4045 OR REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.REDRIVERDSS.ORG. 
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Tympanostomy Tubes 

eReadingPro Workshop a Success 
The eReadingPro Workshop 
hosted by Red River Valley 
Down Syndrome Society in 
Texarkana on June 5, 2010 was  
a huge success. 
 
ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
both parents and professionals 
including teachers and day care 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tǊƛǎŎƛƭƭŀ 
Burnett, Workshop Committee 
/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ άL ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
we were able to bring Denise 

McDonald  to Texarkana and 
offer this workshop free of 
charge to the parents and 
teachers in our community 
and the surrounding areas. It 
is important and vital that we 
make sure every child in our 
area is afforded every 
opportunity to learn how to 
read regardless of their 
ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
Denise McDonald presented a 
three hour  eReadingPro 

workshop to over 23 
attendees at The 
Holiday Inn Express 
in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. 
 
Those in attendance 
got to experience 
hands on the 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŜƴƛǎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
is built on. Each person made 
their own flashcards and then 
participated with others in the 
workshop by practicing  
flashing the cards to one 
another. 
 
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊ 
workshop I have ever been 
ǘƻΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ tŀǘǘȅ DŀǊǊŜǘǘΣ ŀ day care provider and 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜΦ άL ƭƻƻƪ 
forward to implementing this 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ  
 
According to the workshop 
attendees, the workshop was 
so good that the three hours 
just flew by and left them 
wanting more. 
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Tympanostomy tubes are frequently needed by children 
with Down syndrome, due to their very narrow ear ca-
nals and tendency to accumulate fluid and develop ear 
infections. 
They are usually placed in the ears during a day surgery 
at a hospital or surgery center. 
 
Q: What are tympanostomy tubes? 
 
A:  Tympanostomy tubes are very tiny tubes placed into 
each ear drum after a small incision (cut) is made in the 
ŜŀǊŘǊǳƳΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άƳȅǊƛƴƎƻǘƻƳȅΦέ  ¢ǳōŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ Ŝǉǳŀƭπ
izing the pressure on both sides of the ear drums and 
providing a way for fluid to freely drain from the ears.  
They are usually made of Teflon or plastic. 
 
Q:  How are they placed in the ears? 
 

A:  After the child has been given anesthesia in the operating room, 
the doctor uses a special microscope to make a tiny incision in the 
eardrums through the outer ear canals. Any fluid is then suctioned 
out of the ears, and a tube is placed into each eardrum.  Ear drops 
may then be placed in the ears, and cotton plugs may be inserted in 
the ear canals.  
 
Q:  How are they helpful in preventing ear infections? 
 
A:  Tubes greatly reduce the chance that fluid will accumulate in the 
middle ears, therefore reducing the risk of ear infections.    
 
Q:  Who performs the surgery? 
 
A:  It is usually performed by an otorhinolaryngologist (an ENT doc-
tor), with a surgical team including an anesthesiologist, nurses, and 
surgical technicians. 
 
Q:  What are some possible risks and complications? 
 
A:  There are several possible complications, including continuation 
of ear infections and drainage, failure of the eardrum to heal after 
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